
The Williams Mullen Product Liability/Mass Tort practice group offers the rare combination of National 

Coordinating Counsel (NCC) experience and savvy trial skills. Our clients span a wide range of 

industries, including manufacturers and distributors from the following industries:

Asbestos

Medical device

Pharmaceutical

Lawn care, construction and safety equipment

Watercraft

Firearms

Foam-related product

Petroleum

Insurance

Handling Product Liability Cases from California to Maine, and Everywhere in Between

The Product Liability/Mass Tort Group handles cases around the country as both NCC and trial counsel. 

We have been counsel of record from San Diego to Maine and 44 jurisdictions in between. We work 

closely with a network of local counsel that are skilled in tort defense and experienced in local practice. 

We have also developed an excellent working relationship with plaintiffs? attorneys in this arena, which 

has helped us bring the best overall results to our clients in the appropriate cases.

An Experienced Team of Product Liability Law Practitioners

Our attorneys are frequent speakers on products liability and mass tort litigation and have presented to 

national and international conferences. However, our experience is the best indicator of our abilities and 

we have received national recognition for our trial work.

 

 

Experience

Product Liability / Mass Tort Litigation



The nation?s largest medical product distributor in nearly 200 cases (MDL 1148)

A safety equipment distributor facing over 20,000 silica claims (MDL 1553)

An oil refiner facing 37 MTBE contamination claims (MDL 1358)

Tried mold claim to defense verdict in Northern Virginia. This was the first of multiple claims. All 

remaining claims non-suited after the defense verdict

Tried friction product asbestos case to defense verdict in Tidewater Virginia. This was the first of 

many cases. After the defense verdict, many other cases were non-suited.

Represent multiple industrial and commercial equipment manufacturers and distributors in regional 

asbestos and silica litigation

Represented multiple apartment complexes in defense of mold claims brought by tenants

Represented municipality in defense of claims brought by 213 plaintiffs under Virginia Multiple 

Claimants Litigation Act for injuries allegedly caused by exposure to chemical produced as by-

product of chlorination of drinking water

Represent real estate company in multiple childhood lead paint exposure cases

Represent hotel corporation in occupational lead paint exposure case

Represent major retailer in a $10,000,000 claim for injuries to a child due to defective product sold 

in its store

Represented international manufacturer of housing products, glass, and high performance 

materials in product liability litigation

Represented national distributor of construction materials in product liability litigation

Represented theme park owners in defense of multiple injury claims allegedly caused by defective 

design or operation of rides, water attractions, and other facilities

Represented homeowner in claim for fire damage caused by improperly grounded and bonded 

electrical and gas lines during home construction

Represented nursing home operator in claim for water damage caused by failure of dry pipe fire 

suppression system

Represented furniture manufacturing facility for fire damage caused by failure of roofing system 

Represented manufacturer of home fire safety products in defense of claims related to product 

quality

Represented Sears, Roebuck and Company in a product liability action where plaintiff claimed 

$2,000,000 for injuries sustained in an accident with a table saw 

Represented Skil Corporation in a product liability action where plaintiff claimed $100,000 for 

Served as National Coordinating Counsel for:

Toxic Tort

Product Liability



injuries sustained in an accident with a circular saw

Represented Sears, Roebuck and Co. and Emerson Electric Company in a product liability action 

where plaintiff claimed $1,200,000 for injuries sustained in an accident with a radial arm saw

Represented recreational boating products manufacturer in traumatic amputation case

Represented penile implant manufacturer in defect/explant case

Represented PPA manufacturer in catastrophic stroke case

Represented ephedra distributor in wrongful death case

Represent farm equipment manufacturer in defective hay bale spear case

Represented spa manufacturer in toxic bromine exposure case

Defended world?s largest manufacturer of screw augers in Richmond federal court

Defended international manufacturer of heavy construction equipment in products liability cases

Defended gun manufacturer

Defended ammunition manufacturer

Defended conveyor belt manufacturer

Defended manufacturer of home heating and air conditioning systems in cases

Represented lawn equipment manufacturers and distributors in amputation and other serious injury 

claims

Represented polyethylene foam manufacturer in cases involving outgassing of blowing agent and 

product quality issues

Represented manufacturer and distributor of furniture and supplies for educators in federal court 

case in which plaintiff was paralyzed when a stacking chair he was sitting in collapsed as a result of 

allegedly defective welds.

Represented ladder manufacturer in federal court case in which the plaintiff claimed serious 

personal injury when a ladder she was working on collapsed as a result of allegedly defective weld.

Related News

Avoiding Contempt: Responding to Non-Party Subpoenas

Changes to North Carolina Statute of Repose Doubles Potential Exposure Time for Product 

Manufacturers

Potential Liability for Virginia Retailers of Children's Products

Virginia Supreme Court Yet to Rule on Lead Paint Premises Liability for Landlords

Chinese Drywall Litigation in Mid-Atlantic States

Chinese Drywall: Facts, Science and Outlook

Williams Mullen has 47 first-tier metropolitan rankings in Best Lawyers and U.S. News Media 

Group's Best Law Firms inaugural publication

Eighty-five Attorneys Named "Best Lawyers in America" 2010

Attorney Elizabeth Scott discusses tort reform with North Carolina Lawyers Weekly



100 Williams Mullen Attorneys Named 2014 Best Lawyers in America

Williams Mullen Named in Corporate Counsel Magazine?s ?Go-To Law Firms®? List for 2014

State Attorneys General Served ?home cooking? by the Supreme Court of the United States

100 Williams Mullen Attorneys Named 2015 Best Lawyers in America

106 Williams Mullen Attorneys named 2016 Best Lawyers in America

12 Williams Mullen Attorneys Named 2016 North Carolina Super Lawyers

100 Williams Mullen Attorneys Named 2017 Best Lawyers in America

114 Williams Mullen Attorneys Listed in The Best Lawyers in America 2018

Elizabeth Scott Named to 2017 Class of Leaders in the Law by North Carolina Lawyers Weekly

Williams Mullen Ranked Nationally in 14 Practice Areas by U.S. News ? Best Lawyers? ?Best Law 

Firms? 2018

110 Williams Mullen Attorneys Listed in Latest Edition of The Best Lawyers in America©

14 Williams Mullen Attorneys Named ?Lawyers of the Year? by The Best Lawyers in America©

Elizabeth Scott Profiled in Business North Carolina's 2019 Legal Elite Issue

30 Williams Mullen Attorneys, 12 Practice Areas Recognized in Chambers USA 2019

119 Williams Mullen Attorneys Listed in 2020 Edition of The Best Lawyers in America©

Williams Mullen Nationally Ranked in 13 Practice Areas by U.S. News ? Best Lawyers ?Best Law 

Firms? 2020

Williams Mullen Nationally Ranked in Practice Areas by U.S. News ? Best Lawyers ?Best Law 

Firms? 2021

Williams Mullen Bolsters Litigation Practice with Two Hires

Williams Mullen Bolsters Litigation Practice with Two Hires

124 Williams Mullen Attorneys Listed in 2022 Edition of The Best Lawyers in America©

Environmental Notes - October 2021

123 Williams Mullen Attorneys Listed in 2023 Edition of The Best Lawyers in America©

24 Williams Mullen Attorneys Named "Ones To Watch" by Best Lawyers®

Williams Mullen Nationally Ranked in 16 Practice Areas by U.S. News - Best Lawyers ?Best Law 

Firms? 2023

29 Williams Mullen Attorneys Named to 2023 Virginia Super Lawyers List; 17 Named 2023 Rising 

Stars

Three Attorneys Named Among South Carolina's "Legal Elite"

Williams Mullen Nationally Ranked in 20 Practice Areas by Best Lawyers® ?Best Law Firms? 2024

Related Attorneys

William D. Bayliss ? 804.420.6459 ? bbayliss@williamsmullen.com

Turner A. Broughton ? 804.420.6926 ? tbroughton@williamsmullen.com

Lynn K. Brugh ? 804.420.6461 ? lbrugh@williamsmullen.com



Justin S. Feinman ? 804.420.6048 ? jfeinman@williamsmullen.com

W.F. Drewry Gallalee ? 804.420.6460 ? dgallalee@williamsmullen.com

Ruth Levy ? 803.567.4613 ? rlevy@williamsmullen.com

Scott C. Miller ? 757.629.0647 ? smiller@williamsmullen.com

John G. Tamasitis ? 803.567.4617 ? jtamasitis@williamsmullen.com

Richard H. "Dick" Willis ? 803.567.4611 ? rwillis@williamsmullen.com


